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     Greetings Members and Friends of MCAC! 
 

Spring has arrived and we are re-launching our Newsletter in an attempt to 
keep everyone informed.  For those of you who can’t come by on a regular 
basis, we don’t want you to feel left out. 

 
If you haven’t been to the art center recently, there have been a few 
changes.  We have a beautiful new docent desk, recently donated by Chris 
Henderson; we’ve spruced up the gift shop a little and added many new 
items; and we have new and exciting things to offer you: workshops, tea 
parties, and more! 
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Thanks to all who attended the Annual Members Meeting on March 14th.  We covered a lot of information: 
 

·  The status of the Road Project, which is finally coming about after much effort!  It will be completed in 
three phases, the first of which will be the improvement of the road coming into the Art Center. 

 

·  New Signs for the Center 
 

·  The Annual Financial Report 
 

·  The need for members to docent, or volunteer in some way, to ensure the continued success of the Art 
Center. 

 

·  We also accepted nominees for the Board and accepted Mary Agnes Swann as the temporary Chairman. 
 
The February Tea Party was a grand success!  We had around 45 people in attendance to enjoy a wonderful 
selection of teas and finger foods…and some delectable deserts! 
 
Despite the rain, we had a great turnout for the Easter Egg Roll in the MCAC Sculpture Garden on April 11 th. 
Children hunted and found 3,000 colorful, surprise-filled eggs around the grounds. This annual event is 
sponsored by the Friends of the Smallwood Retreat. Thanks to everyone who made it such a success. 
 
 

Check out our website too: www.mattawomanart.org.  The latest exhibit 
is there for you to enjoy.  Charles Gauthier and Reneé Nelson have been 
working on improving and expanding the site.  In the near future we 
hope to create a place for our member artists to showcase their artwork 
online for a nominal annual fee.  We will keep you informed of the 
progress on this effort. 
 
And don’t forget that we have a bulletin board at the Center that 
describes art related events in the area.  Stop by and check it out so you 
don’t miss out on anything! 
 



“Art is the literacy of the heart.” 
                        --Elliott Eisner 

EXHIBITS                                                                                                                                                               2 
 

For the next quarter, we have on the schedule our current invitational show: FIVE VOICES .  It includes the 
beautiful pastels, oils, watercolors and fabric collage artwork of five wonderful Baltimore area artists. Quite a 
selection! The show opened March 27 and will run through April 26 . There is plenty of color and excitement 
in this wonderful exhibit. Come by and check it out. 
 
In May, we are excited to present: MAGIC OF LIGHT , the images of Milton Tierney and Charles O. 
Gauthier.  This exhibit runs from May 1 – 31, 2009.  The reception is May 3, from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. and will 
include a presentation by Charles Gauthier. This should be a very nice show by these extremely talented 
photographers. 

 
In June our annual juried show runs from June 12 – July 12, 2009. This year our Juror is Shiela Blake. Ms. 
Blake is an Adjunct Professor at the Corcoran College of Art and Design in Washington, D.C. where she 
currently teaches Painting and Pastels.    Look for the Call For Entries should be arriving in your mailbox soon. 
  
ART ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AAC)  
 
There has been renewed interest in starting up the “Art Share” that used to be held on the second Saturday of 
each month.  This activity brought member artists together to share their work and ideas.  We need someone 
who would be willing to coordinate this effort.  Please contact the Center if you can help. 
 
The AAC is busy ironing out details for upcoming exhibits and events, including our annual Art in the Park, 
which is scheduled for September 26.  We are looking for members to help with this activity, and we’re always 
looking for new committee members. There is much to do, but it is lots of fun! To find out more about helping 
the Committee or becoming a member, contact Harriett Lawler at 301-868-0364. 
 
COMING EVENTS 
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 23rd and plan to sign up for the Fabric Collage Workshop. Elaine 
Brandes, fabric collage artist, and one of the FIVE VOICES of our current exhibit, will teach participants how 
to create beautiful artwork with scraps of fabric and embellishments. The cost for the workshop is $25. Space 
will be limited, so reserve your spot soon. Register by May 20th.  
  
June 6 there will be a Plein Air event in our sculpture garden and the grounds surrounding the Art Center.  For 
more information on this or other events, call the art center (301-743-5159) or check our website: 
www.mattawomanart.org. 
 
MEMBER NEWS 
 

Karl Schmidt  was written up in the Southside Messenger in January. It was a nice article about his life and the 
wonderful decoys he carves.  Despite physical limitations resulting from a serious accident many years ago, 
Karl carves, takes wonderful photographs, and hunts Sika deer at every opportunity! 
 
Milton Tierney  is offering a great package deal to anyone needing professional images of their artwork: $125 
for MCAC members which includes: set-up fee, digital photos of up to five items, one CD with high quality 
JPEG, TIFF and DNG files of each image, one 8x10 color image of each item, and permanent back-up storage 
of images.  25% of the fee will be donated to MCAC.  The cost for non-members is $150 and includes a one- 
 year MCAC membership.  For more information or to schedule a session, contact Milton at (301) 645-8380 or 
email him at: Milton@photographybymilton.com. 

 



Anne Machetto is just finishing up showing her work at the Civista Hospital Center.  Congratulations Anne,   3 
on selling four photos during this exhibit!   
 
                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a venue that is co-sponsored by MCAC and the 
Charles County Arts Alliance; it is a wonderful opportunity 
for artists to exhibit.  Call the Center for more information. 
 

�  
 

Barbara Stepura had an impressive exhibit at the College 
of Southern Maryland recently. She exhibited 11 of 29 plein 
air paintings that she completed the previous semester.  
They were on exhibit from January 13 through February. 
 

      

 

 

Special Thanks – We Could Not Do It Without You! 
  
Abbott Martin  - for all that he does for the facility!  
 

Harriett Lawler  - for all her effort on behalf of the Art Advisory Committee, and for her personal commitment and 
participation in so many of the functions and events!  
 

Charles Gauthier & Reneé Nelson - for all their work on the website.   
 

Mary Agnes Swann - for her total dedication well above and beyond what should be expected of one person.   
 

Rosemarie Van Hecke - for her diligence in making sure we have docents! It’s a lot of work and we sincerely 
appreciate her dedication.   
 

Brenda Bush - for putting together the lovely Tea Parties, and for overseeing and managing the Gift Shop all these 
years.  
 

Anne Machetto - for her hard work creating this newsletter, for her diligence in keeping our membership and mailing 
lists current, and for her tireless behind-the-scenes efforts to make MCAC successful. 
 

Thanks to all those who help with set-up, refreshments and clean-up at receptions and other functions; thanks to those 
who show up at all the events, whether they have artwork being shown or not; thanks to all those who volunteer so that 
we may have a quality Art Center.  
 

Thanks to our Board Members and Art Advisory Committee Members for their tireless commitment to Mattawoman 
Creek Art Center. 
 

 “W herever a man turns he can find someone who needs him.” 
                                                                   --Albert Schweitzer  
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